“To elders of the church of rhe 

the close: at etter | 
in the September No of the *Messénger 


and Advocate; promised té cohtinte | 


‘the subject there’ commenced: do sb 
with a hope that'it may be a benefit’ 
anda means of assistatice to the elders 
in their labers, while théy @re cambat- 
titig the: prejudices” crooked and 
perverse géiieration) by having in their 
‘possession, the facis of my religious 
principlésy’ which “dre ‘misteprésented 
bv almost all thése whose’ ‘eratts are in 
danger by the same’ and also to aid 
those who ere anxidusly ingtiring, and 
have been ‘excited to do so ffum rumor, 
in nccertaining ip my’ 
principles ire. | 

have’ drawn’ into this: course: 
of proceeding, by persce’: ition, that-is’ 
brought upon-tis' from falsé and: 
misrepresentations: concerning. 
limnents. 

But to proceed, in the ‘letter alluded 
to, thé’ principles® of repentince and 
baptism for the’ remission’ of ‘sins, are 
not only set forth,” but many passages 

of scriptare, were quoted, clearly illu- 


cidating the subjéct; let me add, that T 


do positively, rely upon the truth and 
veracity of those principles ineulcated 


‘in the new téstament; and then: pass 
from the above named itéfns,-on to the 
itenv’ or subject of the gathering, and 


show my views upon this- point: which | g 


is an item which EF esteem to be of the 
greatest importance to those who dre 
looking for salvation ih this' generation, 
or in these what *fidy be called ‘the 
latter times,” as’ all'the - prophets that 
have written, from the days-of right- 
eous Abel “down to the last man, that 


bas left any testimony on record, for: 


our consideration, ' in speaking of the 
silvation of Israel in the last days, goes 


direetly to'show, ‘that! it consists in the: 


work of the githering: 

Firstly, Eshall begin ‘by quoting from’ 
the prophecy! of: Enoch, speaking’ 
the last days: “*Righteoushesy will 
send down ‘ont of heaven, and’ troth 
will send 'forth: out of’ the earth, to 
bear’ testimony. of mine Only: Bes tten; 


I understand to be the cor- 


07 be dy] yea, ‘and: the’ 


rection‘of ail men, rightédtancs®’ nt 
trath will cause to sweep the 
with # flood, to gather out: im 
élect: fcur quarters: af" 
earth, place which ¥ hall’ 
pares a oly tity, that my people ee 
gird up their loins, and be looking’ forth’ 
forthe time of my ccming: for there” 
Shall te my tabernacles and it shall be 
called Zionja_New Fevusale 
Now I understand by this quétdtion,’ 
that God clearly manifested to Enoch, 
the: redemption whieh he prepared, ‘by. 
oflering the Messiah as a’ Li: ‘mb’ ‘slain 
from before:the foundation of the wor 
by virtue of the same, the glorious rege 
urrection of the Savior, and the restre’ 
rection of al? the humen family,—evéenh 


ja resurrection of ‘their corpoieal Bede! 


ies: and also righteousness and trith to 
earth as with a flodd. Now 
ask ‘righteéueness truth are 
agoing to sweep: the earth as with a 


| Pood? will answe?t:-—Men and angeis’ 


are to be co-workers in bringing td’ 
pass this grect work: and a Zion 
be prepared; even a ‘New: Jcrusalem,’ 
for thé elect that aré to be gathered 
from the four quartersof the earth, and’ 
to be established an holy city: for the 
tabernacle of the Lord shail by with 
them. 

‘Now Enoch was in good company’ 
in his views upon this subject. See 
Revelations, | heard “a 
reat voice out of heaver saying. Bes 
hold the tabernacle of God is with men,” 
and he will dwell with them, and they 
shall be his people; and God himself 
shall be with them, and be their God. 9. 
I discover by this quotation, that Johiy 
upon the isle of Putmes, saw the some’ 
things conéerning the last days, which 


cle can be with men, the eleet must be’ 
gathered from the four quarters of the’ 
And to’ ‘show further upon 
ject of the. gathering: Moses, after 
ing protidunecd ‘the’ blessing end the 
cursing upon the children of. Istaek, for 
their obedience” or disobedience, : says* 
thus:—*And ‘it. shall: come to: 
when‘all these things” uf 

thee, the’ blessing: and thé’ curse’ 


his» resurrection’: fron the de 


have ‘set‘hefore thea; and thet. ehalt’ 


Enoch saw. But before the taberna 
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MESSENGER AND ADVOCATE, 
fe na- | New Jerusalem spoken of; is the Jeru- 


driven bona and shalt return unto the 
Lord thy God, and shalt obey his voice, 
according to all that 1 command*thee 
this day, thou and thy children, with 
all thine heart, and with all thy soul, 
a then the Lord thy God, will turn 

thy caminity, and have compassion up- 
on thee, and will return and gather thee 
from all the nations whither the Lord 
_thy God hath scattered thee; and if any 
of thine be driven out unto the utmost 
porte of heaven; from thence will the- 

rd thy God gather thee; and from 
thence will he fetch thee.” 

It has been said by many of the lear- 
ned, and wise men, or historians, that 
~ the Indians, or aboriginees of this con- 
tinent, are of the scattered tribes of Is- 
rael. It has been conjectured by many 
others, that the aboriginees of this con- 
tinent, are not of the tribes of Israel; 
but the ten tribes have been led away | 
into some unknown regions of the 
north. Let this be as it may, the 
prophesy I have just quoted, ‘will fetch 
them” in the last days, and place 
them, in the land which their fathers 
possessed: and you will find in the 7th 
verse of the 30th chapt. quoted: —‘*‘And 
the Lord thy God will put all these 
curses upon thine enemies and on them 
_.that hate thee, which persecuted thee.” 

Many may say that this scripture is 
fulfilled, but let them mark carefully 
what the prophet says: “If any are| 
driven out unto the utmost parts of 
heaven;””? (which must mean the 
breadths of the earth.) Now this prom- 
ise is to any, if there shoula be 
such, that are driven out, even in the 
last days: therefore, the children of the 
fathers have claim unto this day: and 
if these curses are to be laid over on 
the heads of their enemies, wo be unto 
the Gentiles: See book of Mormon, 
page 487, Wo unto the unbelieving of 
the Gentiles, saith the Father. Again 
sec book of Mormon, page 497, which 
says: **Behold this people will I estab- 
dish in this land, unto the fulfilling of 
the covenant which I made with your 

father Jacob: and it shall be a New Je- 
rusalem.” Now we learn from the book 
of Mormon, the very identical continent 
and spot of land upon which the New 
‘Jerusalem is to stand, and it must be 
caught up according to the vision of, 
John upon the isle of Patmos. Now: 
many will be disposed to say, that this. 


salem that was built by the Jews on 
the eastern continent: but you will see 
from Revelations, 21:2, there was a 
New Jerusalem coming down from 
God out of heaven, adorned as a bride 
for her husband. That after this the 
Revelator was caught away in the Spir- 
ittea great and high mountain, and 
saw the great and . city descending 
out of from Now there 
are two cities spoken of here, and as 
every thing cannot be had in so rarrow 
a compass as a letter, I shall say with 
brevity, that there is a New Jerusalem 
to be established on this continent.— 
And also the Jerusalem shall be re- 
built on the eastern: continent... See 
book of Mormon, 566. Behold, 
Ether saw the days of Christ, and he 
spake also concerning the house of Is- 
rael, and the 


destroyed it should be built up again, a 


tholy city unto the Lord: wherefore, it 


could not be a New Jerusalem, for it 
had been in a time of old. This may 
suffice upon the subject of gathering 
until my next. 


I now proceed, at the close of my — 


letter, to make a few remarks on the 
duty of elders with regard to their 
teaching parents aud children, husbands 
and ‘wives, masters and slaves, or ser- 


vants, &e. as J said I would in my for- | 


mer letter. And firstly, it becomes an 
elder when he is erasing through the 
‘world, warning the inhabitants of the 
earth to gather together, that they ma 

be built up an holy city unto the est 
instead of commencing with children, 
or those who look un to parents or guar- 
dians, to influence their minds, thereby 
drawing them from their duties, which 
they rightfully owe to such, they should 
commence their labors with parents, or 
guaidians, and their teachings should 
be such as are calculated to turn the 
hearts of the fathers to the chileren, 


and the hearts of the children tothe | 
‘fathers. And no influence should be 


used, with children contrary tothe con- 
sent of their parents or guardians.— 
But all such as can be persuaded in a 
lawful and righteous manner, and with 
common consent, we should feel it our 


duty to influence them to gather with 


the people of God. But let 
the responsibility rest upon the heads 


of parents or guardians, and all con; | 
demnation or consequenccs;. be upon 


erusalem from whence | 
Lehi should come: after it should be 
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iheir hetids, according to the disperisa- 
tion which:he hath committed unto us: 


for God has so ordained, that his work |p 


shall be cut short in. righteousness; id 
the last days! therefore, first teach the 
rents, and then; with their consent, 
him persudde the children to em- 
brace tlie gospel also. And if children 
embrace the gospel, and thcir parents 
or guardians are. unbelitvers, teach 
them to stay at home and be obedient 
to their parents or guardians, if they 
require it; but if they consent to let 
them gather with the people of God let 
them do so and there. shall be no wrong 
‘and let all things be done carefully, dod 
righteously, and God will extend his 
ardian care toall such. | 
And secondly, it should be the duty 
of elders, when they enter inte any 
house, to let their labors and warning 
voice, be unto the master of that house: 
and if he receive the gospel, then he 
may extend his influence to his wife al- 
so, with consent, that peradventure she 
may receive the .gospel; but if a man 
receive not the gospel, but gives his 
consent that his wife may receive 1t, 
and she believes, then ict her receive it. 
But if the man forbid his wife, or his 
children before they are of age, to re- 
ceive the gospel, then it should be the 
duty of the elder to go his way and use 
no influence against ‘i:im: and let the 
responsibility be upon his head—shake 
off the. dust of thy feet as a testimony 
against him, and thy skirts shall then 
be clear of their souls. Their sins ure 
not to be answered upon such as God 
hath sent to warn them to flee the wrath 
to come, and save themsélves from 
this untoward generation. The serv- 
ants of Godwill not have gone over 
the nations of the Gentiles, with a war- 
ning voice,’ until the destroying angel 
will commence to waste the inhabitants 
of the earth; and as the prophet hath 
said, ‘It shall be a vexation to hear 
the report.” I speak. because I feel 
fer my fellow-moen: I do it in the name 
of the Lord, being moved upon by the 
Holy Spirit. O thatI could snatch 
them from the vortex of misery, into 
_ which I behold therm plunging them- 
selves, by their sins, that I niay be en- 
abled, by the warning voice, to be an 
Instrument of bringing them to unfeign- 
ed repentance, that they may have 
faith to stand in'the evilday. © 
Thirdly,’ it should be the duty of an 


obey in all things your. mast 
era; but in singleness of heart, fearing 


‘salute the thaster:of that ‘house; and if 
‘he gain his consent, then: he may 
reach to all that are in that house; but 
if he gain not his consent, Iet him go 
not unto his slaves or servants, but let 
the responsibility be upon the head of 
the master of that house, and the con- 
sequertes thereof; and the guilt of ‘that 
house .is.n6 longer upon thy skirts: 
Thou art free; therefore, shake off the 


that thou mayest preach. to his familyy 
his witc, his children, and his servants,’ 
his man-servants, or his maid-servatits, 
or his slaves, then it should be the du- 
ty. of the elder to stand up boldly for 
the cause of Christ, and warn that peo- 
ple with ote accord, to repent and be’ 
baptized for the remission of ‘sins, and 
for the Holy Ghost, always command> 


the _ of meekness to be kindly af 
fected one towards another; that the’ 
fathers should be kind to their children,’ 
husbands to their wives; masters to 
their slaves or servants; children obe- 
dient to their parents, wives to their 
husbands, and slaves or servants ‘to 


husbands, as unto the Lord. Fe* the husband 
is the head of the wife, éven as Christ is the 
head of the church: and he ie the Savior of 
the body. Therefore as. the church is subject 
unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own 
lrasbands in every thing. Husbands, love 
your wives even as Christ also loved the 
church and gave himself for it; that he might 
sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of 
water by the word, that he might present it 
to himself a glorious church, not having spot, 
or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it. 
should be holy and without blemish, 86: 
ought men to love their wives as their owm 
bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth him- 
self. Forno man ever yet hated his own 
flesh; but neurisheth and cherisheth it, even 
as the Lord the church: for we ate members 


For this cause shall a man leave his father 
ahd mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, 
and they two shall be one flesh.’’—Ephe- 


husbands, as it is fit in the Lord. | 


them. ildren, obey your parents 


to anger, lest they be di 


> 


the flesh: not with eye service as menpleag= 


'—Colocians, Chapt. front the’ 16th tothe’ 


elder, when he enters into 2 house énd of the 22d verse. 


dust of thy feet, and go thy way. But . 
if the master of that house give consent, 


ing them in the name of the Lord; in’ — 


‘‘Wives submit unto your own 


of his body, of his. flesh, and of his bones.— 


sians, Chapt. V. from the 22d to the end of 
the 2ist verses 
“‘Wives submit yourselves unto own) 


love your wives, and be not bitter cE 


‘things: ‘for this is well pleasing unto ‘the’ : 
Fathers, provoke not your: children’ 


ers, according to 
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Aprocare: 


But I this letter and fee 
sume the subject in another ner? 
the bonds of the new‘and 
it... JOSEPH SMITH, j 
oJ. Ex Ese. 


OF THE THE NEW. TESTA- 
MENT CHURCH. No.-I. 

Brother de Whitmer:— 

| feel at this. time 
like icing a Jeter for the Messenger 
and Advocate, ona subject which I 
shall call the order of ‘the new testa- 
ment ehurch.; A subject | conclude 
which is not very well) understood, if. 
I may. have the privilege of judgin 
from what: passes before my eyes, a and 

what-is sounded in my cars. 

. The many fersons who are travele 
lig. through every part of the country, 

passing to preach what they call the 
gospel. and to cal. men into the king- 

mof God;. saying that have the: 
right to do so, not only the right to do 
so; but are under the strongest obliga- 
tion to do it, both as a duty to God and. 
man, that they may gloricy the for- 
mer, and save thelatter; and this duty 
and obligation, grows out of the. com:: 
mandment of the Savior, found recor- 
ded'in the new testament. and reads. 

thus, ‘Go ye.intoall the world, and 
- preach the gospel to every creature.—. 

Je that believeth, atid is baptized, shall 
be’ saved: but le that believeth not,. 
shall. be damned.” 

‘I feel a little disposed to inquire into: 
the nature of this commission, and the: 
circutnstances: attending its promulga-, 
tion, to see how, far they are bound by 
jt; and are in danger « of being cursed if 
they do not obey it, or‘in other words, 
who is able to obey it; for my part T 
think there is less. danger of a curse: 
by. ‘not: poperen., toact under it, than 


gating, and tenching for the the 
‘| commandments: of ‘men, ahd: doin 


| what the Lord ‘never’ vequtred at their 


hand, and leaving’ undone the things 
which he has required; this seéms es~ 


| pecially to be the case in‘ relation to 


preaching: the. gospel, (asthe peopte 
call it,) for while the order of things 


| which the: Lord established for the re- 


cer ption of the werld is left untouched, 
the order of things which men have in- 


‘vented: for themselves, is propagated 


with the most untiring persevcrence, 
and with a zeal worthy of 
cause inthe world. 

Men encompass sea and. ry to es- 
tablish tieir opinions, and to give force 


‘and power to their doctrines, and to all 


| appearance are as conscientious as if 


the Lord had called and commissioned 


them, and had sent them forth to do so, 
under ‘the penalty of the perdition of 
ungodly men if they did it not A 


coker on would: be ready to conclude, 
that they: were ordained from days of 
| old to. this ignorance. 


But notwith- 
standing-all the zeal, and perseverance, 
and apparent consciousness of the ma- 
ny teachers of religion, still, when a 
man takes the new testament into his 


hands and.begins. to hunt for their au- 


thority, he is greatly dificulted to find 
it, to be sure, we can there find it writ- 
ten ‘Go -ye into call the world, and 
preach the gospel to every creature, 
he that believeth, and is baptized. shall 
be saved: but he that believeth not 
{shall be damned.” But to whom was 
this said. te. every, mun.of-every gener- 
ation, who might. start out of hmiself, 
or be sent ‘out by, other:? no, but very 
far from: this, to men, who were called 
and chosen of God, for this. purpo-e, 
and called by name so that there 
could be no mistake about the: matter. 
These men in this commission, were 


there'i is attempting to act under it. required to go into all. the: world, and 

should think that [ was in greater preach the gosyel to evéry creature;. 
danger. of .being condemned, to go| but none. otbers: it-wasithey.-andthey 
forth into: the warld to ‘preach the only, whose names . were: there meu- 
gospel, by virtue of that commission, | tioned, who had to perform. this duty, : 
than would be. to follow the plough, | or see that it was peformed,, and nono 
to shove: the ‘plain, to use the -hhammer others were bound by it. 
orto pursue any other honest calling Let us. suppose.for instance that some : 
in. life, and would . benefit. mankind | of the other Jews, or Gentiles. or even be 
more, and, glorify. God better. Ando some of the saints, had: taken it,into 


their the daysof the: aposties fic 
Very comnion thing for men have acted on this commissions: could. 
who are. uniearned,in. the, truth. tobe; they have done they. 
VAry. consciencious. in advocating, et-| could, there.. would jnot one’ salita- 
ror, and zealous in property. sign:have followed them, 


would ‘ahy other man also. 
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been in vain fer, who. befiev-| 
ed them to have. undertaken tocast out 
devils,... ar. to have spoken in, other 
tongues, or to, lay. hands onthe. sick,| 
with the, idea of .effecting any thing; | 
and the reson would; be that the per-|a 
sons who had. administered uato them, 
were without, power themselves, .and a}: 
stream could not rise, higher than its: 
fountain; therefore, of necessity the. 
persons administered to, ‘would, be with- 
out power also... ' 
was more than a. windy, ‘business 
to execute this commission, it required 
power as’ well as. wind; it required] 
more than to go. torth .agd be very: in- 
genious, in proving to. the. people that 
they must be immersed. for the. remis- 
sion of sins: the person who done that 
according to this commission, if. he ef- 
fucted. any good by. it must have power, 
also te, administer in the same.of the 
‘Lord Jesus, ant only» bat the 
Holy Spirit also. 
Fhe truth ja, there were no persons: 
,on earthvin the days,of these. apostles, 
nor have there been any since their) 
Mays who could act upon their cammis-, 
sion, ‘it. was’ peculiar to, thomselves;..for. 
instance, there were . ip the. primitive 


‘the 
ithe work required. 
number of: men; wérerirequired 
in the office of evangelists, they: wauld: 
receive: power, accortinglys: or! if: ta 

act ia the office of apostles; ther pow~ 
er would’ be proportionate te tlie! work 
assigned to them. So .that each’ ane 
might be able to: —— the duties: of: 
his own office. 

In the commission given iesimadiatals 
ly after the résurrection of the Savior; 
we have the work set forth which -bé-. 
longed to the office of npostles, and ev: 
ery person who acted under that com> 
eae acted in the office of an apos* 
Now to prepdre men to act ander 
this commission, required.a great deal. 
of teaching, as well as divine manifes- 
tation. It was impossible for the apos- 
tles to,act under this commission, with= 
out revelations being given unto them 
directly from heaven, for their. own di-. 


If a man ome 


Jrection, as well as the direction ‘of 
believed on abe Savior, 


those who 


through their word. 


aposiles were enabled to fulfill this. 
commission; erabled we say, for it-has 
been the lotof few men to be abie to 


church, not only apostles; 
ets, and evangelists, 


teashers, and each of. these. orders. had commissioned 


but proph-, 
pastors, and, given tothe twelve apostles, who were. 


perform the duties of the commission 


immediately after the- 


other respective works. assigned unto | resurrection ef the Savior. 


them, and each one must have acom- 
mission -guited,to his: calling. | 


Let as inquire, what 


was ,necessary to enable the apostics 


Out of these orders, it ‘fell to the or-| themselves to fulfill the duties of their 


der of apostles, to go into all the world 
and preach the gospel, to every crea- 
_ ure: suppose the pastors, or teachers, 
‘had taken. it into their, heads to and 
-act upon the given ,to. the. 
aposties., _Could they...have dong. ; 
mast assuredly they “could Dest, and shat, 

because. Sid, had. not allot them ate 


would have worse 
ad .given the 


to apostles alone,, God-h 


quired a power ad: 

of the Cam mission, any 

ito. act on a, comin 
from. the. mo that | th: 


raye 


office, and how it was that they became 
qualifiea te be apostles, agreeable to: 


the commission given tothem. 


' Weare told that ata certain time. 
he Savior inquired of _ the apostles to 
now what men ‘said about 

“ar say.men that I the son of man 

am?? ‘They answered some say that. 

are Elias,-others Jéremias, or one: 
jof the ancient prophets. By“this: we. 

«|undergtand most.clearly,that the mir- 

acles. which he had wrought among 

te people, had failed to give them a 

tru2 understanding of his character. 

The highest notions which they en- 

tertained of him wis,’ he was a 

fore, with this exeeption probably, that 
me might ‘have thoughts that he was 

one of the prophets wha ¢was raised 

the dead. not appear 


such bad been-on darth ibe’ 


pt 


re hera to, t 


the whather it 


‘giver’ would be according:ta 


ito act 


Let us. inquire how: it was that the. | 
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with .power, sufficient, and their 
Bis, being the Son, Gad: a0, 
nijracies had failed to give’ thé 
‘ 


ple-@ correct ‘idea of his true gharac 


r. i 
Neither do we think, that miracles 
could: produce this effect alone: there: 
must be something else: indeed if we. 
are left to draw our inference from 
what follows, it will be seen, that there 
was but one thing that could give the 
idea that he was the Son of God, and 
that was a revelation from God. For 
the Savior again says to the apostles. 
‘‘But whom do ye say that I the Son’ 
of man am.” Peter answered and 
said, *thou art Christ the son of the’ 
living God.”” What was the answer’ 
the Savior made to his declaration? It: 
was this. ‘Blessed art thou Simon 
Barjonah; for flesh and blood have not 
revealed this unto thee; but my Father 
which is in heaven: as much as to 
say: itis not the miracles which I have’ 
wrought in your presence, neither the: 
casting out devils, nor yet healing the 
sick; but a revelation from my Fath- 
er who is in heaven. bi 
If we are left to draw a conclusion! 
from these premises, what would that 
conclusion be? would it not be that a 
lenowledge of the Son of Ged, was not? 
to be denied from the working of mir- 
_acles? for if this could have been done, 
the disciples would have ‘found it out, 
and it would not have been said as it 
was to Peter. ‘Flesh and blood have’ 
- not reveated this to thee; but my Fath- 
er which 1s in heaven.” But on the con- 
trary, it would have been said. ‘‘Bles- 
sed art thou ‘Simon Rarjonah for thou 
hast discovered my true character from 
the miracles which I have wrought in 
PERSECUTION OF OLD TIMES. 
_ One great blessing the church of the 
Latter Day Saints enjoy above those of 
former tiges, is, a knowledge of the. 
persecution of olden times; For the’ 
which purpose we extract the 2d chap- 
ter fyom Fox’s Martyrs. 
Chap. LI. 
-FROM THE DEATH OF ST. 
JOHN, AND THE 
CLUSION ‘OF THE 
“APOSTOLIC 
‘The malignant ‘spirit of the Jews 
was ever predominant, and the apos- 


é 


aetheir Master before them; were | 


on all occasions, and: in every place 
where that spirit could shew itself, vio- 
lently persecuted. The apostle Paul 
was by this means, driven from Anti- 
och to leonium; yet there were the 
apostles. —— by Jews and Gentiles, 
until they found it expedient to escape 
to Lycaonia. At Lystra, notwithstand- 
ing the partiality of the Gentiles for 
them, on account of curing the impo- 
tent man, the Jews to such a degree 
prevailed, that Paul was even stoned 
by them. This induced them fora 
time to remove to Derbe, though they — 
afterwards visited both Lystra and An- 


tioch, to confirm the disciples of Christ _ 


in the profession of ‘he gospel. Though 
the apostle Paul received a divine inti- 
mation to extend his labors, in propa- 
gating the gospel into Macedonia, an 
insurrection was here stirred up, and 


both Paul and his adopted companion, — 


Silas, were cast into prison. Here 
we have a very different account of 
this Gentile apostle’s deliverance to 
that of Peter. The prison-doors and 
the gates were not thrown open, as on 
that occasion, at least, though the 
doors were opened as.an effect of the 
earthquake, they were not commanded 


to go out, and conducted thence by an — 


angel, as in the other case. The prov- 
idence of God had other ends to serve 
on the present occasion. Here was no 
escape, as on the former interposition. 
‘¢We are all here; do thyself no harm,” 
says Paui to the terrified jailor. Con- 
version followed this extraordinary 


scene. The jailor was convinced of — 


their innocency, made profession of 
their faith, and ‘‘was baptized, he and 
all his straightway.” ‘This advantage 
to the cause of the gospel ‘was obtained © 
by this short imprisonment, though the 
rulers, ashamed of their conduct, sent 
orders thé next morning for their re- 
lease; and at last, on Paul’s ‘asserting 
that they had grossly violated their 
privileges, he being a Romen citizen, 
with much submission they persuaded 
him to accept of a discharge. — 
Going to Lydda, and from thence to 
Thessalonica, the Jews, as usual, stir- 
red up a commotion against them, so 


| that Jason and others were obliged to 
jenter intoa recognizance ‘toikeep the 


Escaping by night to Berea, 


the Jews of Thessalonica pursued him, 


and ‘the was compeliled'to take a circuit- 


‘ous route to Athens. His dispute at — 
Athens, and his being brought before the 
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‘the Areopagus, or chief court of Jus-|whom the laws protected against such 


tice, is beside our purpose; but, pro- 
ceeding to Corinth, the Jews manifest- 
ed there their violence, and he hence- 
forth associated with ‘the Gentiles.— 
During his stay here, for a year and 
six months, St. Philip is supposed to 
have suffered martyrdom in Phrygia. 
A change of deputy at Corinth encour- 
d the Jews to foment a disturbance 
against the Christians; but though Gal- 
lio did not punish their violence, he 
would not hearken to their idle accusa- 
tions. The ruler _of..the synagogue, 
whose name was Sosthenes, perhaps 
‘the successor of Crispus, who had been 
baptized, and therefore removed, was 
ually favorable to the apostles, not- 
-withstanding the spleen of the Gentiles; 
‘and the new deputy was equally re- 
‘gardtess of their proceedings. A res- 
pite from persecution was thereby ob- 
tained, which enabled Paul to remain 
there for some time longer. 
From Corinth he passed to Cesarea, 


and thence to Antioch. At Ephesus, | 


to which he e afterwards, a 
party, as in other places, opposed him; 
yet it onl obliged him the 
scene of his Jabors, and in the public 
lecture-room of Tyrannus, to secure 
free admission of the Gentiles. The 
sons of a certain Jewish priest attempt- 
ed indeed to imitate St. Paul’s mirac 
there; but he paid rather dearly for 
his rash adventure, and this proved an 
occasion of many converts, and the 
destruction of great numbers of im- 
proper books. Yet a violent opposi- 
tion was there raised on account of the 
Diana, instigated by the silver- 
difficulty the town-clerk appeased. In 
his passage through Minette and 
Greece, the Jews were there intent up- 
on his destruction; but he left them and 
came to ‘Troas, where he performed 
a signal miracle te @ young man 
named. Eutychus, by restoring him to 
life. When he ‘came to Jerusalem, 
some of those who had opposed him at 
Ephesus, and other places, occasioned 
his being apprehended in the temp 
and dra violently out of it, until he 
was rescued by the .Roman governor; 
though detained in custody for the pur- 


pose of identifying his person and 
character. The clamor of the Jews 
had nearly succeeded to occasion his 
rged;_but “the demanded the 


[See the 


a degradin punishment.” 


Author’s History and, Life of our B 
sed Savior, Boox VIII. Chap. Iii 
399.] Though this powerful appeal 
stopped their present violence, on the 
following day he was brought forth to 
be examined; and, whilst he was de- 
fending himself in a way which must 
evidently criminate the Jews, the high- 
priest, with a view to silence’ him, 
commanded those who stood near him 
to strike him on the mouth. ‘At such 
conduct he turns indignant. He_ 
calls him a whited wall, which, like a® 
whited sepulchre, was fair without, but 
full of corruption within.” Though, 
by an ingenious address, he divided his 
clamorous accusers, he was “retained 
in custody, with a guard of soldiers, to 
preserve him from the mischiefs ofa 
tumult.”” ~ Then the Jews conspired to 
kill him, on being brought to farther 
examination; but the chief captain 
caused him to be safely esco by 
night on his way to Cesarea, and thus 
defeated their iniquitous design. Yet 
their persecution still continued. In 
five days after, the high-priest and el- 
ders followed him thither to Felix the 
governor, bringing with them a ful- 
some advocate to blacken Paul, and 
cajole the governor by flattery and dis- 
simulation; whilst Paul, in his reply, 
despised the arts of this hireling syco- 
phant, and defied them to prove a sin-- 
le article of their glaring accusation. 
he governor was fully aware of the . 
nature of the case, but wanted honesty 
to release him, and humanity to pr 
vide for his personal safety, pretending — 
that he was desirous of the arrival of 
the chief captain, to be more fully ac- . 
quainted with the true nature of his ae- 
cusation. Yet every liberty was per- 
mitted which could possibly consist 
with safety anc protecti 
‘Curiosity was not then a stranger, 
as on many occasions in our own times, 
to persons who sought only a momenta- 
ry gratification. The governor's wife 
was a Jewess, and Paul was to be 
brought forward to be. re-examined | 
merely to satisfy and indulge this yn~ 
meaning propensity; and,.on this oc- | 
casion, Paul used a language which 
was far from being welcome conge 
able to the ears of the governor. He 
‘was nevertheless. detained a prisoner, 


being scour 


a frée-born Roman citizen, | 


though not very strictly, for ine ears, 
until a new governor had bée appolit 
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ed, merely as a gratification to the ma- 
licious Jews. On his going to Jerusa- 
lem,he had information of Paul’s being 


8 prisoncr at Cesarea; and, on the 


* 


ers cominy thither, he called 
Paul to an examination, to hear his ce- 
fence against the insinuations of the 


Jews, and witha design of meeting 


their wishes. Festus had imbibed the 


poison of Paul’s accusers,and proposed 


remitting him to the ecclesiastical pow- 
Orsat Jerusalem. Against this propo- 


“sition Paul protested. He claimed the 


hibited as a spectacle to “Agrippa, 


__ privilege of a Roman citizen, and was 
#@ ready to submit to the civil authorities. 


He appealed from Czssr’s tribunal to 


Cesar himself; and to this appeal the 


governor himself, however anxious to 
please the Jews, was obliged to pay 
obedience. Inthe long interval which 


followed before Paul! could be sent to 
Rome, at least before he was sent, as 


a distinguished prisoner, he waa ex- 


who succeeded his father Herod Agrip- 
pa, who was grandson to Herod the 


Grent, and had caused the martyrdom 


of James, and had come down to com- 
pliment. Festus on his accession to the 
government of Jidéa.”” The king was 
convinced, by Paul’s energetic lan- 
yuage, of his innocence;, but this seem- 
ingly unlucky appeal, though it had 
rescued him the: Jews, now. mill- 
tated against ‘his discharge. . The ap- 
peal was recorded, aad must be heard; 
but it effectually delivered him from 


‘the. machinations of the Jews. 
_,,.We have nothing to do with the un- 


-fowardness of the voyn 


voyage, after means 
“Ween -sdopted to Poul to 


Lt 


‘Rome; for this may be considered as 


incidental, rather than the effects of 


persecution, though it, certainly was 
providential acts, however,, appcar 
manifest in it; but we know very little 


of the result of this ‘appeal and. this| 


voyage, only that he was detained at 
‘Rome, in the character of a prisoner 
of honor, for ‘‘twa.whole years ir his 


‘own hired hofise, and received al! that 


the) r idol, ending his life un- 


came in unto him,” after which, he 


was liberated from his. confinement.— 
‘About the time of Paul's voyage. Mark 
vas dragged to pieces by the people of 
Alexandria, at their great solemnity of 
their metciless hinds; and’ néar 


being shipwreck- 
ed at. “Melita, it is general iy suppc 


that Matthew suffered martyrdom in 
Ethiopia, being slain with a halbert.— 
But we have to ootice the death-of the 
apostle James, at Jerusalem, in the 
year preceeding Paul’s discharge ou: 
of custody, by a violent insurrection 
of the Jews, through which: means he 
closed his life by martyrdom, in the — 
interval between the death of the gov- 
ernor Festus and the succession of Al- 
benus. About this time, also, the death 
of Matthias is generall- placed by 
means ol stoning, though we have less 
account of him than of most of the oth- 
er apostles. On Paul’s permissicn to 
depart from Rome, he is said to have 
travelled into Spain, and,a~ some think, 
though the reasons are not fully de- 
monstrative, into Britain. He return- 
el to Crete, and there fixed Titus as 
their bishop; and from that island he 
is supposed to have passed into Judea, 
and thence to Ephesus and Colosse, 
and back to Ephesus, before he passed 
inta Macedonia to Philippi, to Nico; o- 
lisin Epirus, Corinth, Troas, Antioch, 
and Iconium, during which he appears 
to have endured many conflicts, (2 
Tim Ill. 11.) Of his last visit to 
Rome, where he suffered maityrdom, 
we shall presently take notice; and in 
the mean time we have to remark that 
St. Peter did not settle, at’ Rome till 
about four year’s before his death, and 
th time that St. Paul had returned to 
Crete from Spain. At this time 
found Simon Magis, whom he had be- 
| fore defeated in Samaria,exercising his 
infernal arts. and bewitching. men’s 
minds, so as to be had. in great. yener 
ation by the Romans; and much.in fa- 
vor with emperor, Defeated and 
oppased by Peter, the, emperor. was 
disgusted, and miditated his destrue-— 

‘tion; and on that account principally 
‘the FIRST GENBRAL PERSECUTION ¢om- 
meuced, during which, the: apostle, 
Andrew, . “alter preaching in. Scythia 
and. Asia, and afi¢rwards. im Givece, 
was martyred in Achaia,” by ¢erucifix- 
jon, by command of the prorconsul, _ 
this persecution it, is obseryed 
‘from Tacitus, that persons, who 
‘profession of this, new  religioy were 
‘treated with all the instances of scorn 
‘and cruelty; that some were : wrapped 
up in the skins of, wild beasts, to. be 
‘worried and devoured by, dogs;. others 
‘were crucified; others burnt alive clad 
jin, paper coats smeared with . pitch or 


‘wa, or some corubustible inatters: shab 
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when day-light failed. they might serve 
fur. torches and illuminations ia the 
night.” Even these spectacles. were 
exhibited in the emperor’s own gar- 
dens. Thus -bardarously were the 
Christians treated at Rome; besides 


which,similaredicts were is iedaguinst: 


them through myst of the provinées ut 
the empire. In the list of martyrs of 
that period, we find the names of 
Tecia, Tor ju24Torguitus,and Ma:ce 
jus, and .mdany others; and there were. 
mirtyrs alsoat Milan,and other places 
Though Peter was more immediately 
the object of the emperor’s rancour, he’ 
seems to have escaped the first 
of the storm. Buton Paul’s coming 
to Rome in the following. year, 
these apostles were cast into prison; 
the former on account of the empe- 
rors hatred fer his. oppositien to Si- 
maon Magus, and the latter for having 
converted one of his concubines.— 
They were confined in prison for eight 
or. vina moaths; .but they were at 
Jength condemned; aud Peter as a Jew 
and a foreigner. was ordered to, be crs- 
c fed, with his head dowawards,, et his 
owa desire, and Paul as a Roman. was, 
on the sam. day beheaded about three 
miles. without the city, but. a_tew 
months before the death of the monster 
The .dishap of, Antioch, Eusdius, 


said to have been crucified at. Albania, 
on the Caspian sea; for opposing. their 


the city. It was also remarkable for 


ted his lite at Sulamis, in his own 
country 6f Cyprus, at the instigation 
of the Jews, by stoning. 

t was not until the following year 


lihat St. Thomas is commonty under- 


stood to have suffered martyrdom, from 
the opposition of the Bramins of Pars 
thia, in revenge for his having cone 
verted the prince, of the country ard 
many ‘others. Accustomed to retire to 
@certain tomb near the city for devo- 
tion, they poured in. upon hima showe 
croft stones and darts, and one of his 
assailants aiterwards advanced end ran 
hin through witha lance. Inthe next 
year, or the fourth from the destrue 
tion of Jerusalem, ‘‘it is-generall sup- 
pused, the.evangzlist Luke died; and 
the nrevailiag opinion is, that he was 
erucified in Greege on an olive-tree for 
want. of a cross, by a. party of infidels.” 
Simon alse is. said to. have been craci- 
by infidels in this year in. Britaim, 
aiter making many copverts.in various 
ipiaces. The reign of ‘Jitus,. which 
foHowed, that..of “Vespasian, upfortu- 
‘pately was.but short; but. his deagh was 


suffered martyrdom during. the same 
year, as weare inivemed;, but whether 
under. alba,, Nero's successors, or the 
wicked. Otho, whose two, reigns scirce- 


without. suspicion of from 
his brother aad- successer, ‘Domitian. 


| He was a, goed princes -yet; during his 


of their Magi,. being, shot to. death. with 


arrows; and Bartholomew elso..ia-new 


idolatrv, by order of: the “governor of 


the death of Barnabas, whois. also - 
generally considered to have termina- 


ly exeeeded ; ten, months,.is short reign of little: more than two 


| 


fully, preached. Christ’s. gospel, for his 
free 


nine or ten years,.it‘has,'been 


reprools of the superstitious, rites | hius. against biny and -his-bopepular: 


= 
| 4 
gather certain. But. the, miseries of years, Linus, Bishop of. Kome,:-aue- 
the Jews, provoked by, their rebellions, ‘cessor to St. Peter or 
wane productive. of a, breathing. time, bishops of the Jewish-or. Geptile con- > 
for, the: Christians, who ; had...escape7| verts, is now said to ‘have ‘seflered 
from Jerusalem, at the commensement martyrdom, about five years after the 
ot the seige; but,.it afforded leisure to death of St. Luke... ‘The professers-of 3 
disaffucted. and ambitious spirits. to ‘the gospel. lived peaceably for several 4 
batch. new. opigions, aad) 10 propigite ;years, afterwards, excepting -div- 
strange and heretical, deetrmes the ‘turbances which were. fomented. of oc- 
disturbaneg ot thog:.who professed thz by .heretigs, of whom indeed 3 
true.. Christian. , faith.,, It, is . foreign ‘there was but tao prolific a produce, 
from, our. purpose, -bere ,to state . them; ‘though they were in some degree kept: 
and that.ip the, second year atter.the wader by the vigilance of apostle 
destruztion,,-of Jerusalem, the: Chris-|St. Johr. 
tians, who-had le,t. R.about When Domitsan had _ri : 
Simeon, the, successor of James.— ly considered ‘that he began: 
ln this. year, however, it, is g-ocrally with an unfavorable eye onthe: Chrie, 
suppored,..tbat St Jude was.put perhaps. from asuepiciam-that 
death in. Persia, where he had success- they might be secretly, dispéved tovquge: 
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government. But the second general 
persecution did fiot break out till the 


fourteenth or fifteenth year of that em- 
when the bloody edicts 


or’s rei 

for that purpose, and nu- 
merous martyrdoms followéd at Rome 
and other places. Antipas, in Perga- 
mus, one of the seven churches of St. 
John’s foundation, Rev. lI. 39. and 
Dionysius, first Bishop of Athens, Acts 
XVII. 34. suffered many torments, 
and death; and the emperor executed 
Flavius Clemens, the consu! and his 
cousin-german, for embracing Christi- 
sanity, and banished his wife and niece 
to different islands. In this persecu- 
tion St. John was sent for to Rome, 
and was there put inte a cauldron of 
oil set on fire, from the cffects of 
which he was miraculously preserved, 
and had the honor of martyrdom with- 
out the torments, or putting it in the 
— of man to deprive him of life-— 
et the stubborn-emperor persevered 
in his enmity to this faithful servant of 
Christ, though nis first design 
feated by a miracle, and banished him 
‘4to the desolate isle of Patmos, one of 
the islands the modern Grecian arch- 
ipel to dig in the mines,” being the 
banished thither 
for any crime against the state of its 

It was here that this aged apostle, in- 
stead of being compelled to the usual 
slavery, for which the advanced peri- 
od.of his life was so little adopted, was 
favored with various visions and. reve- 
lations, by which he had a sufficient 
prospect of the future condition of the 
‘Christian religion. Of these we have 
an-account in the comprehensive and im- 
portant Book of Revelation, which he af- 
terwards committed to writing; contain- 
ng many truths,by which the humblest 
Christians may profit, without concern- 
ing themselves in the explanation of 
«prephecies, to which their capacities or 
uncultivated faculties cannot possibly 
‘be commensorate. The accomplish- 
ment of some of them was then, as it 
were, commencing, espe 
the second and third chapters, describ- 
ing the state cf the 7 Asian churches; 
for these would shortly come to pass, 
or begin to be fulfilled, but their pro- 
gress and final completion, those of the 
su t- visions especially, in which 
many. dreadful persecutions were pre 
dicted, would far dis- 


was de- 


lally those of] after. 


of many of them so frequently repeat- 
ed most fully demonstrates. Thougly 
St. John despaired of life in this bar- 
ren and desolate spot, his own libera- 
tion is first assured to him, that, aged 
as he was, he should *‘prophesy before 
many people, and nations, and tongues,. 
and kings.” (Rev. X. 11.) «In this: 
year we have an account of the mar- 
tyrdom of Mark, the first Bishop of 
Atina in Latium, who is said to have 
been struck in the head with tenter- 
hooks, of Felicula, an illustrious wo- 
man of Rome, whose body was cast 
into a common sewer, and of Nicode- 
mus, a presbyter of the same city, who 
was beaten to death. The emperor 
became intolerably jealous of every — 
one; and Jews, as well as Christians, 
were persecuted as atheists and dis- 
owners of the gods. All the posterity 
of David were assiduously sought out, 
as marked for slaughter; which ccca- 
sioned the apprehension of two grand- 
children of the apostle St. Jude, the 
kinsmar of our Lord, who, after inter- 
rogation and examination, were dis- 
missed, on account of their meanness 


and simplicity, as beneath his jealousy. 


From this period he issted an edict for 
terminating the which had 
raged so violently. 

he violent death which the empe- 
ror soon after suffered, by means of 
conspirators whom he himself had 
marked for destruction, 
face to the affairs of the Christians.— 
Both they and the dispersed Jews, who 
had either been banished from Rome 
and other cities during the last reign, 
oi become voluntary exiles to escape 
his fury, were immediately recalled by 
his successor; and their confiscated 
property, as far as practicable, restor- 
ed to them. Yet even in this mild 
reign, we are informed, that Timothy, 
Bishop of Ephesus, fella martyr to 
the fury of the votaries of Diana, be- | 
ing so cruelly beaten with stones and 
clubs for em them in a festival- 
procession, that he expired in two a 
This is the same whom S8&t. | 
John (Rev. If. 1.) calls the angel of 
the church of Ephesus.: Soon after 
this, St. John, no longer considering 
his continuance in Patmos to be neces- 


sary, from this happy change of the 


times, removed to Ephesus to his most 


intimate friends, and was prevailed 
upon, 


since théy had lost Timothy, to 
take’ upon’ ‘him the’ government 


ve a new 
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chetch:; “Tn this situation he continued’ 


about three years, and at last ‘died in'} 


at the close of the century, ‘be- 

ing then little more or less than one 
hundred years of age.” During this 
interval‘he had written his General’ 
Epistle, and ‘the two shorter ones to 
individuals; .gad in a little time he un-' 
dertook the task of writing his gospel, 
n his gospe da special eye to 
athe of Ebion 
-foHlowing the argument, but more-con- 
cisely, of his General Epistle. Ner- 
va’s «mild reign was, nevertheless, a 
short one, little more than sixteen 
months; but his successor Trajan, 
though otherwise a good prince, was 
excessively zealous for Paganism and 
-all its superstitions, insomuch that St. 
Clement, if we are to credit Metaph-' 
srastes, was banished from Rome in the’ 
first year of his reignto the mines in 
Taurica Chersonesus, for having con- 
verted Theodora, a noble Roman lady, ’ 
and others, to the profession of the’ 


= The rigidness of Trajan for 
aganism gave occasion to his subjects 
to persecute Christians, though no edict 
was issued against them. Under the 
pretence of illegal societies, they were 
severally persecuted by governors and: 
other officers; and: great numbers of 
.them suffered by means.af popular 
mults, and by laws and processes, un- 
der the notion of malefactors and trai- 
tors, and under an emperor famed 
through the world for justice and mod- 
~ eration. This has been usually called’ 
the third general persecution; in which 
many martyrs suffered. Amongst 
these, we have an account of Cesarius, 
a deacon of Terracina, in Italy, and 
Zosimus, of Pisidia, in Asia; but par- 
ticularly we must notice St. Clement, 
as just related, who made many con- 
verts in his exile, who was condemned 
to be thrown into the sea, with an an- 
chor about his neck. But this storm 
of . perseeution happily never reached’ 
Ephesus, so that the venerable apostle’ 
St. John remained there until his death 
quietly and unmolested. And our ac-' 
aountto f his death, already stated, as} 
_ it closes the first century of the Chris-' 
tian era, terminates what may be call- 
ed the apostolic age, and introduces us| 
totheir successors. j= 


THE SAINTS. * 

Beloved brethren ‘and sisters: You 
are well assured that this“ 
is the day and generation in which the 


prophecies are to be fulfilled, concern- 


ing the wpbuilding of. Zion, in which 
men are.to be made partakers of the 


fulfilling of the covenants made with’ 


the fathers; consequently, of the glories 


that are to be browght unto the saints 
at the revelation of Jesus Christ. But 
remember that it is written, ‘After 
much tribulation, cometh the biessing,”’ 
and that it is no’ where said, ;that we 
shall] attain unto the unutterable bles-. 


sings of the celestial kingdom, but 


through great tribulation. You who 
we do keep the commandments. 
of the Lord, (for it is to such that I- 
new address myself) have great reason. 
te rejoice, seeing you have already 
been brought to pass through many 
tribulations because of your faith in the. 


| words-of the Lord Jesus Christ. There-: 


fore, be not discouraged, neither cast’ 
down because of your distresses and 
great afflictions which you have to pass 
through, but rather count it a blessing, 


seeing that ‘‘we must, through — | 


tribulation, enterthe kingdom.” | 
14:22. Again, “‘knowing that tribula- 
tion werketh patience, and patience 
experience, and experience hope, and: 
hope maketh not ashamed, because the 
love of God is shed abroad in our 
hearts.” Rom. 5:3,4. we 
been ‘begotten again unto a lively 

which ue and stedfast, through the 
manifestation of the truth shed forth: 
upon.us by the opening of the heavens, 


the ministering of angels, and by the~ 


raising ‘up a prophet in these last days, 
by whom the word of God cometh un-. 


to us, which word maketh our hope the 


more lively because it teacheth us plain- 
ly that the time draweth nigh, when: 
the things spoken of and hoped, by: the: 
former day saints, are to be made man- 
ifest in very deed; of which things we 


shall be made partakers, if we faint : 


1 well remember the time when the. 
first little branch of the church of Lat- 
ter. Day Saints removed from this place 
to the land of Zion; the pl 
city’of the God, which was at 
that time pointed out by 


moved to the same place, ‘hive 


ce of the. 


revelation.— 

And -from that day to this, these, to-- 

gether with other branches which ‘have 
since 


heen ‘safe | ring ‘tribula i tions and, 
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tibns of various. kinds. «And why ait | come 
this? You will answer me, because,of 
jniquities! And you answer well, for 
so it is: you did not live perfect before 
God. But still, had you not believed) 
in the words of the Lord, as gives tu 
us, you would not have been persec:-| ness 
ted; therefore, you have been persecu- 
ted for righteousness’ sake, or for 
Christ's sake. For, notwithstanding all , 

your imperfections, you would not, in Ixirtland Nov. 10, 1833. 
Dear brother + the Lord ae 


the midst of the most perilous circum- Pacctes! 
On the 2d day 


stances, give up yourhope, nordeny| 

the Jesus Christ, You of last Juno, we left this piace on mis 
are well aware, that according to the, sion to visit the chutches in the eastern 
prophets, perilous times await mankind, | states, — Me passed through 4 ¢ xner 
and great persecutions the saints that/or Penasylvania, into the state ot New 
gathered. Therefore, much | York; through New York. inio Massa- 
ptaver is necessary, with great faith|chusetts; from jhence through acor- 
and diligence, that Zion-may be recem-| ner of New Hampshirc into Maine.— 
ed and the way prepared for the salva-| We jouineyed’iu tla: state as far east 
tion of the children of men, both syirit-) and nurth as Farmington, from theace 
ual and temporal: for it is written inj we passed. through the north part of 
the last chapter of Jsaiah, ‘‘by fire and; New Ham, shire into Vermont:. thence 
4 y sword will the Lord plead with all; south, the whole length of the state; 
. h, and the slain of the Lord sha!l, thence through Mass. intoCennecticut; 
be-many.” But before all this, Zion|and from thence through the state of 
3 must arise and ‘hecome an ensign'tg the; New York back to this place... We 

nations; and Gentiles shall to her| travelled about two thousand miles: 
light, and kings to the brightness of | visited 2 churches in Pennsylvania; 11 
her rising:’’ for it is again said by the|in New York; 2 in Mass. 3..in N. H, 
same prophet, *‘For Zion’s' sake I will} four in Maine; five in Vermont; and 
not hold my peace. and for Jerusalem’s|one in Connecticut; (besides, leaving — 
sake { will not rest, ungil the righteous- {others on the right hand and:on the 


te * 


ness thereof goforth as.brightnus ,andjle.t unvisited,) These: twenty six 
4 the salvation thereof as a lamp that) churches number about seven hundred 
burneth.” Aguin, ‘Come near ye na-/| lively members, besides some: few that 

tions to hear; bearkeh, ye people; let) have in a measure lost their faith by 


theearth hear, and ll'that is therein; | not being diligent in the ciuse of God 
the: world, and all things that.come | We can safely say, that we found the 
‘forth of it- for the indignation of the, churches doing as well as we expected 
Lord is upon ail nations; for it is the|to find them... We. held about filty 
day of the Lord’s vengeance, and mcetings.and baptized three: although 
year of recompense for the controver-| we baptize! but few, yet we have rea- 
sy.of Zion.”—Isaiah $4:148. This, to believe, that others were prick- 
the: world aif mankiad are not aware | ed ty the heart, while hearing the ward, 
weither will they be made sensible of | although spoken in: weakness, apd had 
otnovigh we warn them: for, while | it been consistent for us to haye tarried 
webehold'the approaching storm, andjany considerable length of time, in 
distant thunders coll, and make .prepa-| some places, we might, in allprobabili- . 
rations to stand in that evil day, mn,jty, have baptized a namber mure, _ We 
mocking” say, None of these’ things {trust that our brethren were... strength. 
await us. ‘Thus, blitid deaf man will] by our,labars.among them. We 
dane confident that many of them. will 
be :overtaken as a. thief’ in the, night, | overgomne through. faith; and inherit 
hour when. he least expects | the blessings promised tothe faith‘ul;. 
MOtseen, nor ear heard, nor yet enter- 
Bat Twill adopt the'wordls of ‘they the heart of ‘man, which God 
prophet. who saith to the saints, ‘Be’ 


v@i hath prepared for them that love bim 
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the first settlers of America; even the 


“Tn the bat oF he new coveriant: 
We remain vour brethren, ~~ 
‘EDWARD PA 

MORLEY, 


Better No. 12. 
ER LX THE Lorp:—Yours 
of October fast is befure me, ac- 
the Spirit of the Lord -di=' 
rects, so wifl I endeavor to answer.— 
J ask for wisdom, because { need it, 
and hope you will pardon whatever 
write amiss. Your last letter is very 
interesting, because vou have begun to 
‘unfold a ‘history which is not only 
‘highly important to the saints, but to the 
nad: B: 0 be;ia‘osh w my vie vs 
upon the ‘precious things,” of which 
you write, ard which the Lord has 
sent forth for the salvation of man—for 
the gathering of Israel—and to pre- 
pare the carth forthe glorious rest of 
fhousand years, | want to drop an 
idea or two about Cumorah. Yes, Co- 
morh which must become as famous 
among the letter day saints, as Sinai 
was umong the former day saints.— 
The law of the Lord, by the hand of 
Moses; was received upon Sinai, for 
_ the benefit of Israel, before they enter- 
-ed the goodly land of Canaan. and be- + 
fore they Were. scattered and driven 
among all nations; ‘and the falness of 
the everlasting gospel. the history of 


book of: Mormon, preparatory to gath- 
ering fsrael from their long 
came fram Cumorah: Glorions spot! — 
sacrel depository! oit of thee came 
the tidings Which will rejoice thou- 
sands! ‘Asrel must restored to 
ev; a holy “people raised up unto God. 
to possess the promised land, to bring 
the present unto the Lord of hosts. even 
to: Mount’ Zion, as Isaiah foretold more 
than three thousand vears ago. 
Camorah. the artificial north 


Ameren, is well crlctlated to stand in | 


this} Sneration, as a ‘monument of mars 
vélius- works: and wonders,  Afound | 
that mount‘diéd: millions of the Jared-| 
its; yea, there ended one of the 
est nations of this eafth, Tn dav, 
her inhabitants ‘spread froth sea to sea, 
‘enjoyed nation greatness’ and | 
‘inoarly fiflesn’ huidred years 
That people. forsook’ the ‘Lord ‘div 
ephites;'a ler thay: fo 
Lord bous There. 


stand di 


th 


the récords-of ‘ age gos age, for 


pastoris that ‘ye. -may‘net: 


the ae 
Lo 
| angel cam the regions: of 


that a record wee hid i Cumorab, 
tbe fulness of Jesua’ gospel 
‘‘And also 


e cov’ nant to 
There began the Sparen ot Chrst i in 
1830; yea, there the stone cut out of 
the, mountain without foretold 
by’ Daniel, commenced rolling to fill 
the earth, and may it continue, in a 
moral’ sense, in dreadful splendor, till 
it fills the whole, and wickedness ig 
ended. So much for the Hi Cumo- 

to the part of my sab- 
ject. I said your letter was very inter- 
esting, and I conclude the savory will 
sav so, too, when they read ift The 
instruction to Joseph, (oné of tlie great 
men of Ged, inspired ‘to move the 
cause of Zion with mighty power, and 
who is only “persecuted ‘bv mea who 
are not as good’as he’ is. nor nevef can 
be tinless they repent:)'f mean: tiie 
wortls of the augel tohim, is great, 
when he exclaimed, “Why can ft not . 
‘obtain this book?”—and the angel an~ 
swered, *“Because you have not kept 
the commandment of the Lord.”—I 
think a specimen of heavenly reasom 
was given, that wilt answer for. the 
case of ‘all men that fail to please God: 
on earth, or that may ‘lack the one 
thing needful to entcr into the king- 
dom of heaven. The contrast between 
the powers of darkness, and the glories: 
jof light, is so plain that anv persom 
may see his own’ ?mage! The allure= 
ments of the world—the inticements of 
wenlth, and the hope of honor: and 
fame, for otir’ short age, without’ the 
Spirit of God to énlighten the’ mind, 
seems to overbalance: the great ‘pros-: 
pectof eternat life, but when’ reason 
takes her place. wisdom directs, end. 
the Lord c mmird:,—all is tight,’ 
all all is gloricus, ailis heaven,- 
and all is for them that love and serve’ 
him faithfully to the end. 

The message of ‘the angel to our’ 
worthy in the Lord. 
Smith, ir. is of the”; reatest importa 
to mankind, not onlv iniopening ped 
view intercourse with the pre 
wotlils, but-in enabling them to 
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$e deseived, for satan is abroad in the horses, even the 


ances: he that speaketh, whose spirit 


_ obey mine ordinances. And again, he 
‘be made strong, afd shall bring forth 
to the revelations, and truths. which 


is overcome and bringeth not forth 


ye shall know the spirits in all cases, 


- the meek a chance to work out their 


- -what the angel saidat Cumorah: The 


A 


MEGSENGER AND ADYOCATR 
| es. he noise of a great 
land, and he goeth forth deceiving the |host: and they said one to another, 
nations: wherefore he that prayeth}Lo, the king of Israel .path hired 
whose spirit is contrite, the same 1s ac- against us kings of the Hit- 
cepted of me, if he obey mine ordin- jtites, and the kings of the Egy tians, 

to come upoa us.”’—2 Ki 
is contrite, whose language is meek,} The finding of the plates, puts one 
and edifieth, the same is of God, if he|in mind of the book of the law that 

Hilkiah found in the temple, while re- 
pairing it in the days of king Josiah— 
and would fo God thatthe rulers of 
ournation; yea,fthe rulers of all nations 
would do as that righteous man ‘didy 
and go and inquire of the Lord, con- 
cerning the words of the book,—for 
great is the wrath of the Lord against 
them, and all people that repent not. _ 

In those days the word of the Lord 
came through Shallum’s wife, Huldah, 
the prophetess, who dwelt in the col- 
lege at Jerusalem. . Josiah sent five 
men; yea, vrincipae men, of whom 
Hilkiah the priest was one, and they 
informed her what had happened, ant 
communed with her on the subject,.and 
she said unto them, ‘*Thus saith the 
Lord God of Israel, tell the man that 

_ “Thus saith the Lord, Behold, I will 
bring evil upon this place, and upon 
the inhabitants thereof, even all. the 
words of the book which the king. of 
- All the mighty acts of the Lord,from| Judah hath read: Because they have 
the beginning till the last days, seem | forsaken mc, and haye. burnt incense. 
to rush into one’s mind upon reading | unto other gods, that they might pro- 
voke me to anger with al] the works of. 
their hands; therefore my wrath shall 
be kindled against this place, and shall 
mot be quenched. 

to the king of Judah, which 
sent you to enquire of the Lord, thus — 
shall ye say to him, Thus saith the 
Lord God of Israel, As touching the 
almanacks: but in the prophetic Jan-| words which thou hast heard;. Because. 
guage of Balaam, ‘‘Who can count|thine heart was tender, and thou hast. 
the dust of Jacob, and the number of| humbled thyself before the Lord,:when. 
the fourth part of Israel? _ Let me die} thou. haagihent: what I spake against 
the death of the righteous, and let my | this place, and against the inhabitants 
last end be like his!” oy thereof, that they should become,a. des- 

~The moment the book of Mormon |olation, and a curse, and hast reat thy 
came forth, I mean the plates of which|clothes, aad: wept, before me; I also. 
the angel was speaking, at Cumorah: | have heard ¢hee, saith the: Lord. Be- 
the world began tobe in commotion: | hold therefore, I will gather thee unto 
and upon whose arms the | thy and thou shall be 
kings or support,.began tocry|imto thy grave in peace; and thine 
in heaven,” the thing might be so—/ will bring upon this place.” se 
but we believe it “eg e iti _ As soon as Josiah received the word 
blasphemy!——But the Lord has already |of the Lord through Huldah, he sent 
made the wicked hosts of the world to| and gathered the elders of., Judah and. 
“hear a noise of chariots, and a noise |Jerusalem; and the people of both; 


- 


that trembleth under my power, aliaill 
fruits of praise, and wiscdoni, accordin 
have given you. And again, he that 


fruits, even according to this pattern, 
is not of me: wheretore by this pattern 


under the whole heavens.” 

This pattern, given since the book 
of Mormon was translated, is in accord- 
ance with the doctrine, or advice, of 
the angel as set forth in your Jetter.— 
I thirk much of this pattern; it gives 


own salyation with fear and trembling; 
It gives the servants of the Lorda clue 
to the mind of men; yea, it is a scale 
that measures professions, and gives a 
rule to find out the solid contents of the 
heart. Ihope the saints will practice 
and improve by it. 


blessing of father Jacob, when he said, 
‘Gather yourselves together’ my sons, 
and J will tell what ‘‘dhall befall you in 
the last days”—I need not relate the 
whole of it, because it is presumed ev- 
ery one knows it, if he has read his 
bible half as much as many do their 
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_ ets before the Savior, came in the flesh; 


more than vice! 


-revive th 


seventh 


places—an priests, and p beta, and 
‘He did not do like the chief men of the, 
last days—cry a bible, a bible! false 

jtophet!—no; no. such language came. 

edithe book, and respected 

‘cy of the woman, for the trathhewe sake: 
He Lord loved him, and 
immediately destroy every a 
ance of evil. He broke hr te 
houses of the Sodomites; he put down 
the idelatrdus priests, and the priests 


thet burnt incense to Baal, or, in oth-| passed 


er words, to the sun, and moon, and. 
planets: Then he made a feast to the 
prd, sich as has not been made on 
80 an occasion since. 
that there was a ruler like him to. 
‘honor God in last days! To 
‘brake the altars of Baal! To purge the 
‘world of its adulterous. priests, .and, 
false religion, that all men might come 
‘to the knowledge of the truth, as it 
came to “Adam; as it came to Noah; 
as it came to Abraham; as it came to 
Jacob; as it came to Ja 3 as it came 
to Moses; as it came to all the proph- 


as it came to his apostles on the east- 
ern and western continents; as it came 
to Joseph Smith, jr. and it will come 
to a a: men while the world stands: 

for no one will ever get too much 
knowledge, too much grace, too much 
faith, or too much charity to save his 
soul im the celestial kin Noone 
can be too good to be saved, but many 
may bo too bad. It:is almost laugha- 
ble to see how fraid some are‘of good- 
ness. That book of Mormon seems to 
be so good,.beware of it,—but when 
a lying novel, that .is calculated to lead 
the mind to lightness and lechery, 
‘comes out—O never mind it, it cannot 
hurt any one. Wo unto that nation 
where no’ preference is made ‘to virtue 


Our days seem as-old times; After 
the servants of the Lord, hear his word, 
they Can. pray. like ‘Habakkuk: ‘Lord 
} work in the midst of the 
years?’ ‘can exclaim; inthe midst | i 
of the years.of,, this ration; make 
known: but ‘in wrath | 
member mercy.” , 

To leok back 1827, 
it may be likened unto. the time when 


Elijah prayed for rain, and at the | were 


‘hand,”—and — - 
rain; so likewise siace then, the: 
church of Latter Day Sejnts, in com- 
no bigger than “‘aman’s 
spread over a large country, and 

by the power of the Lord, is beginning: 
he-| to sprinkle in tokea of a plentiful rain 
of grece for the salvation of all that 
are thirsty. 

Any one that reflects upon the scene, 
described in your letter, may imagine 
how Elijah felt when he stood on the. 
mount before the Lord, and the Lord. 
by—and a great and strong 
wind rent the WBE. and broke to. 

ieces the rocks; but the Lord was not 
in the wind; and after the wind there 
} was an earthquake, but the Lord was 
not in the earthquake; and after the 
earthquake a fire, but the Lord was 
not in the fire; and after the fire, a still. 
small voice, and when. Elijah heard it. 
he wrap his face in his mantle, and:: 
went stood in the door of the cave, . 
for the Lord had n: so can the. 
candid reason, that in the wind of doc-_ 
trines that have revaited for some. 
time; behold the Lord is not there; 
that in the earthquakes of eloquence - 
that have made the pulpits ring for 
years:back, the Lord is not there; that 
in the firey zeal of one sectagainst an-. 
other, the Lord is not there, but when 
the angel spake at Cumorah Behold. 
the ies was nigh, even the Lord with . 
a recompense: and he will soon come, 
with burning coals at his feet, and scat-. 
ter the everlasting mountains; and 
walk through the heap of great waters, 
to the joy and deliverance of all his, 
saints. ‘Bat must close for the 
ent. 


As ever, 
w. W. PHELPS, 
To Oxniven Cowpery. . 


Ki Ohio, Nov. 18, 1835. 
D ROTHER: 

Sometime the last of Oct. - 
I left Kirtland, and travelled about 100 
miles south east until I came to Bea-~ 
ver. Co, Pa. There I held 16 meet-.. 
two in the village of Fallston, , 
3 in the village of Beaver, 4 inthe. vil- 
lage of Bridgewater, and. 7 im the vil- 
|lage of Freedom: in these villages I 
found many who were willing to li 7 

to word of life, and also who 


“Behold thete. arose.a 
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